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Nushagak River Villages fmporiant Contacts

Hcalth Spccialist

P.O. Box 130 Kanakanak
Dillingham, AK 99576

Direct 907-842-3396 ext. 311
Fax: 907-842-3406

Toll free in AK 1-888-792-2242
Email: cdankmeyeri@bbahc.org

Bryan G. Recd- Environmental Health Specialist
P.O. Box 130 Kanakanak Hospital

Dillingham, AK 99576

Direct 907-842-3396 ext. 311

Fax: 907-842-3406

Toll free in AK 1-888-792-2242

Email: brecd@bbahc.org

New holiganek Village Counncll Bourd
Herman Nelson Sr.— President
Gust Tunguing Jr— Vice President
Anuska Wysocki— Secretary
Nick Johnson Sr— Member
Robert Larson Sr.— Member

Ewnvirenmenial Committes Members
Margo Hiratsuka
Genevieve Kapatak
Greg Kapatak
Lena Norbert
Environmental Coordinator, Technician, and Solid
Waste Operator
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Impariant Contacls
Environmental Protection Agency

Wenona Wilson— Tribal Consultation Specialist
U.S. EPA, Region 10

1200 6th Ave. Suite 900 (ETPA-085)

Seattle, WA 98101-3140

Phone: 206-353-2148

Fax: 206-553-6984

Email: Wilson. WenonaZiepamail.cpa.gov

Westley Foster- Tribal Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Ecosystems, Tribal and Public Affairs
Tribal Trust and Assistancce Unit, TTAU-085
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900

Seattle, Washington 98101

Phone: (206) 553-1604

Fax: (206) 553-0151

Bristol Bay Native Association

Susan L. Flensburg
Environmental Program Manager
Bristol Bay Native Association
P.O. Box 310

Dillingham, Alaska 99576

Ph: 907-842-5257 ext 341

Fax: 907-842-5932

Email: sflensburg@bbna.com

Bristol Bay Area Health Corperation Environmen-
tal Health Department:

LTIG Christopher D. Dankmeyer— Environmental

(%]
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History of the Native Village of Koliganek

Ketok Mountain located 20 miles from Koliganek, AK

The Native Village of
Koliganek is a federally rec-
ognized sovereign tribe locat-
cd on the Nushagak River
approximatcly 75 milcs
northeast of Dillingham and
275 miles southwest of An-
chorage. The first recorded
location of Koliganek was on
the Tikchik Lake near the
headwaters of the Nuyakuk
River. The village relocated
three times for various rea-
sons and the existing site was
established in 1964.

Koliganek is a tribally recog-
nized village comprised of
approximately 299 tribal
members and the population
of Koliganck consists of 171
residents as of the most re-
cent surveyv. The majority of

the residents are Yup'ik Eski-
mos. Koliganek means “the
village farthest up the river”
and is accuratcly spelled
Qalirancq by the Yup’ik Pco-
ple.

The New Koliganck Village
Council is federally recog-
nized as the governing body
for the Native residents of
Koliganek. The Tribal Coun-
cil consists of five members.
Members include the Presi-
dent, Vice President, Secre-
tary, and two Members that
are elected for a four year
term. The Tribal Council
provides overall direction to
the staff and rcpresents the
intcrests of the tribal mcm-
bers who elect them. The
New  Koliganck  Village

15
Impartant Contacts
Indian General Assistance Program

Grace Ishnook- Environmental Program Coordinator
New Koliganek Village Council

P.O. Box 5057

Koliganek, AK 99576

Phone: 907-396-3314

Fax: 907-596-3462

Email: { Ex. 6 Pii i

Delores Larson— Environmental Program Technician
New Koliganck Village Council

P.O. Box 5057

Koliganck, AK99576

Phone: 907-396-3316

Fax: 907-596-3462

Email: | EX. 6 Pil ;

Nickoli Ishnook— Solid Waste Operator
New Koliganek Village Council

P.O. Box 5057

Koliganck, AK99576

Phone: 907-596-3314

New Koliganek Village Council:

Marylou Olscn- Tribal Administrator
New Koliganek Village Council
P.O. Box 5057

Koliganek, AK 99576

Phone: 907-596-3434

Fax: 907-596-3462

Email Ex 6P ;
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Water Quality Assessment Cont’d

increased pollution, and 3)
the lower Nushagak receives
the greatest amount of com-
mercial recreation use, both
in number of permitted camp
opcrations and clicnt uscr
days. This study sampled
cight sites from Koliganek to
Portage Creck. which cov-
ered approximately 80 river
miles of the lower Nushagak
River.

Water quality parameters
were selected to effectively
assess fecal coliform concen-
trations for comparison to
ADEC water quality stand-
ards per the ACWA (Alaska
Clcan Water Actions) identi-
ficd actions. In addition. pa-
rameters common to most
baseline water quality studies
were also included in the
study to document current

conditions and screen for any
exceedances. Selected param-
cters for surface water in-
cluded: Field-total coliform.
E Coli bacteria, Air Tempera-
turc, Watcr Tcemperature,
Dissolved oxvgen. pH. Spe-
cific conductance, Oxidation-
reduction potential, Turbidi-
ty. Stream Discharge. and
Petroleum sheen or other
effects (visual observation).
Laboratory-Fecal — coliform,
Total Nitrate-nitrogen, total
phosphorus, alkalinity, hard-
ness, dissolved metals, and
dissolved mercury.

Watcr quality on the Lower
Nushagak River was found to
be cxccllent in the current
study. Nonc of the sitcs sam-
pled in August 2006 or June
2007 exceeded ADEC waler
quality standards for the pa-
rameters  sam-
pled.

Map of Lower
Nushagak
River  Sub-
watershed
(Study Area)

History of Koliganek convinued

Council provides all the basic
services for the community
which are: clectricity, water
and sewer. fuel, roads. and
the landfill. Koliganck strives
to balancc a modem lifestyle
with a sustainable vision for
the luture.

The Indian General Assis-
tance Program (IGAP) start-
ed in  January  2000.
Koliganek’s Environmental
program has been successful
in improving the health and
environment of our commu-
nity. We would like to con-
tinue to have an established
cnvironmental officc in the
village so that we can devel-
op, plan. and cstablish cnvi-
ronmental  protection  pro-
grams. This program has
allowed Koliganek Village
Council to build the basic
capacity to administer an
environmental protection
program.

Koliganek residents are very
dependent on a subsistence
lifestyle where they utilize
the fish, game, berrics, and
vegetation to feed their fami-
lics. Thc community under-
stands the nced to address
community pollution sources
and to protect the surround-

“We want to continue to
educate the environ-
mental staff and the
community residence to
better protect the envi-
ronment like our ances-
tors did and keep it safe
and healthy for our fu-
ture Generations,” by
Bertha Mincher.

ing environment for the bet-
terment of their health. Since
the Village became estab-
lished at its present location.
we have witnessed many
lifestyle changes. some of
which has impacted the cnvi-
ronmental health of our com-
munity through the toxins
found in wastc.

We believe education is the
key instrument in keeping
our environment safe and
healthy for future genera-
tions, thus we hold communi-
ty environmental educational
meetings. Through school
presentations. educating our
students remains a high prior-
ity because they are the ones
who will bear the responsibil-
ity of being the future shep-
herds and steward over our
lands to ensure our environ-
ment remains healthy.

EPA-7609-0008603_00005



Eavireomental Program Manasgement

The Koliganek Environmental
Program started in January 2000
with the assistance of the US.
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy's Indian General Assistance
Program (IGAP) Grant. The
IGAP Granl 1s a capacity build-
ing grant that allows federally
recognized tribes to utilize funds
for building administrative and
technical capability to manage
environmental issues within the
community.

New Koliganek Village Council
Environmental Otfice has prov-

N . . &
en capable of administering and **

maintaining the IGAP grant.
New Koliganek Village Council

will continue to employ an Envi- |,

ronmental Coordinator, Environ-
mental Technician, and a Solid
Waste Operator.

&
The primary environmental is-
sues at this time include: main- ¥

tain Environmental Office at
present staffing level and attend
trainings that will assist staft’ in
administering and maintaining
IGAP grant, continuc to manage
the Solid Waste issues and Solid
Waste Facility in the communi-
ty. maintain existing Community
Education and Outrcach Pro-
gram, conlinue a Community
Watershed Based Approach to
address Priority Environmental
Tssues, safe drinking water, de-
velopment of a Tribal Solid
Waste Management Plan, and
finally stay abreast with mineral,

oil, and gas development issues
in our area.

New Koliganek Village Council
will continue to meet EPA’s
performance  requirements  for
administering the IGAP Grant.
The Environmental Coordmator
will continue to complete and
submit all required reports to
LPA.  Those reports include:
Quarterly  Reports, Financial
Status Reports, MBE/WBE Re-
ports, and 4 year Close-out Re-
ports.

A o A
Grace Ishnook, Environmental
Program Coordinator

R Il R S S N )

SRR

G G T A R P
Delores Larson, Environmenial
Program Technician

Feeal Collform & Water Ouality Assessment

The Nushagak River is a
farge, productive salmon pro-
ducing svstem in Southwest
Alaska. The Nushagak water-
shed drains extensive arca of
tundra, wetlands, and forcst-
cd lowlands and cventually
empties into Bristol Bay. The
Nushagak River is the key
producer of the five species
of Pacific salmon and several
species of freshwater fish. It
also provides extensive habi-
tat for waterfowl and shore-
birds, as well as terrestrial
birds and mammals. Seven
Alaska Native Communities
and approximately 250 Na-
tive allotments depend on the
Nushagak River and its tribu-
tarics for subsistcnce harvest-
ing, comunecrcial fisherics.
and renewable resource-
based economic activities.

Concerns  about  declining
water quality due to increas-
ing pressures to develop
state. federal, and Native
lands have grown in recent
vears, as have threats from
non-point  source pollution
associated with community
growth. Proposed revisions to
thc Alaska Decpartment of
Natural Resources  Bristol
Bay Area Plan and Nushagak
Mulchatna Rivers Recreation

Management Plan increase
the potential for access to and
development of state lands in
the watershed. The number of
Native allotments on the mar-
ket has riscn dramatically in
recent vears, and parcels arc
typically purchased for large
sport fishing and hunting
operations. These changes in
land use practices create con-
cerns about solid and huinan
wasle and wasle water dis-
posal methods at these re-
mote sites.

The lower Nushagak River
sub-watershed was identified
as the highest priority basin
in the Nushagak Mulchatna
watcrshed by the NMWC., Tt
is first priority because of
several reasons including: 1)
locals use this sub-watershed
the most heavily compared to
other sub-watersheds. 2)
ANCSA corporation lands
and the majority of Native
allotments in the watershed
are located along this river
corridor, 3) all five communi-
ties (Koliganek, New Stuya-
hok, Ekwok, Portage Creek,
and Dillingham) are located
in the lower Nushagak sub-
watcrshed,  4)  community
development and inadequale
infrastructures have lead to

EPA-7609-0008603_00006



Tatiana Kapatak, 2006

12

Subsiztence Jasues Cont'd

resources in the watershed.
The Nushagak Mulchatna
Watcrshed Council identificd
key plant and animal re-
sourccs of traditional im-
portance 1o the people of the
region. These resources in-
clude the five species of Pa-
cific salmon that rcturn to the
watershed, whitefish, other
freshwater fish, moosc. cari-
bou. waterfowl, and areas
important for the harvest of
berries and medicinal plants.

NMWC along with staff and
scicntists from thc Nature
Conservancy identified prob-
ablc threats to the watcrshed
in the next 30 years. These
threats include: recreational
subdivisions, recreational
activities, commercial devel-
opment. community develop-
ment, 1nining, roads, and
global climate change. None
of these threats appear to be

causing serious environmen-
tal harm right now, however.
some threats like commercial
and recreational development
arc alrcady having noticcable
impact suggesting that seri-
ous harm could occur if ac-
tion is not taken in the near
future. Other  potential
threats, like mining, are diffi-
cult to asscss because there is
no history of significant min-
ing activity within the watcr-
shed. However, mining ex-
ploration is occurring and
extensive mining may pose a
scrious threat in the ncar fu-
ture because sizeable deposits
of minerals have been dis-
covered in the watershed and
could be permitted {or extrac-
tion.

The community of Koliganck
relies upon the fish, wildlife,
and plant species of the Bris-
tol Bay region for subsistence
foods. The cultural heritage
of the Koliganck pcople is
perpetuated mainly through
the subsistence lifestyle. The
assurance that uncontaminat-
ed subsistence foods remain
available continues to be of
vital importance for the citi-
zens of Koliganek.

Envirenmental Education & Outreach Program

Koliganck Community Educa-
tion and Outreach Program is
considered an integral part of the
environmental program and key
o our success in addressing the
environmental issues facing our
community, The Outreach Pro-
gram seeks to increase commu-
nity input and involvement in
shaping the direction and pro-
jects undertaken by the environ-
mental program. This includes
the following activities: Postfer
Contest by 5th &6th graders

1y Eavironmental Technician
will  prepare  classroom
presentations or activities
on a monthly basis to edu-
catc school children on
cnvironmental 1ssucs  and
ways they can contribute to
community etforts to ad-
dress.

2y Environmental  staft will
conduct two community
workshops or open-houses:
one in the winfer to falk
with residents about the
program, its successes and
direction lined out in the
two-vear work plan, and to
gain additional feedback on

issues or concerns. The
second  open-house  or
workshop will be to review
progress during the vear
and to gather mpul on fu-
{ure work plan activiies.

3)  Organize one or more com-
munity conferences to in-
crease environmental
awareness and build com-
munity support for ongoing
projects. Training and edu-
cation materials will be
purchased and agency and
organizational representa~
tives and/or trainers will be
invited to assist  with
presentations  and  act as
technical advisors.

4)  Prepare Environmmental
Program newsletter every
quarter.  Other  outreach
activities will include fly-
ers and designating commu-
nity bulletin board.

5y Environmental Coordinator
will continue to maintain a
library of resource infor-
mation that can be used by
community residents.

6) Environmental Statf  will
give presentations, when
invited, at a local. regional,
state, and possibly national
level.

Education and Outreach Pro-
gram makes every efforl to in-
volve the entire community in
outreach  activities. Tducating
school children and commumity
on environmental issues is our
main priofity.
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Solid waste and non-point
source pollution issues have
become an cver increasing
problem as the community
switched from a completely
traditional. subsistence lifc-
style that produccs very little
waste, lo one that relies heav-
ilv upon supplics brought in
from outside the community
for its daily needs. Materials
such as fuel oils, plastics and
batteries become a contami-
nation issue that has long
reaching effects upon the
community, it’s land, air. and
water.

Now in the twenty-first cen-
tury, other pressurcs arc be-
ing brought upon the Bristol
Bay Region and Koliganck.
mostly in the form of an in-
crease in commercial and
recreational use by non-
Bristol Bay residents, and the
vpheaval of the Pebble Cop-
per/Gold Mine Project. A
primary factor for this change
is more aftraction to the area
for its known fact that the
Bristol Bay area has the big-
gest salmon runs in the
world.

Koliganck offers an airstrip
and connections off the main-
land north of the Nushagak

8

Sobid Waste and Nen-point Source Pollution Prevention

River. Koliganek has fuel.
food, and lodging. As a con-
sequence, the community
often has commercial and
sports fishermen, recreational
boatcrs and other tourists
utilizing our comumnity scr-
vices such as obtaining fuel.
food. and sanitation and trash
disposal services.

With the assistance of the
Indian General Assislance
Program Grant established in
2000 the first steps were
made toward significantly
addressing solid waste issues
in Koliganek. A survey was
conducted to  dctermine
which cnvironmental issucs
the community felt nceded to
be addressed. The main prior-
ities identified by these sur-
veys was the need to address
non-point  source pollution
and reduce the amount and
type of waste going into the
solid waste collection area.
The Koliganek Environmen-
tal Program has assisted the
Tribal Council in addressing
these priorities with the fol-
lowing projects:

Class III Landfill:

The  village of New
Koliganek’s solid waste dis-
posal sile is classified as a

solid waste management staff
to meel proper safeguards
and operation and mainte-
nance of the landfill.

The Environmental Coordi-
nator will keep an opcrating
record of the New Koliganck
Village Council Solid Waste
Facility. The opcrating rce-
ord will include a State of
Alaska Land(ill Permit, Trib-
al Solid Waste Management
Plan, Inspection Records, and
a record of the trenches dug.

11

For each trench there will be
a record of the heavy equip-
ment operator who dug the
trench, width. length, and
depth of the trench, and life
of the trench.

Our goal is to cxtend the life
of the New Koliganek Vil-
lage Council Solid Waste
Facility. and to keep hazard-
ous waste [rom seeping into
the ground and polluting
ground waler.

subsistence Issues

Land is the gift of our ances-
tors and the guarantee of our
right to continue our subsist-
ence lifestvle. Land is the
heart of our culture. Without
the land, we are nothing.”
Harvey Samuelsen. Bristol
Bay Village Leadership Con-
ference, 2001

Alaska Native Claims Seltle-
ment Act of 1971 created
local Native Corporations
which own most of the land
within and adjacent to the
100-vcar flood plain in the
Lower Mainstream and Ri-
parian conscrvation target
area. This area encompasses

four permanent villages: Por-
tage Creek, Ekwok, New
Stuyahok, and Koliganek.
This target arca is most influ-
enced by current human ac-
tivity and receives the largest
amount of recreational and
subsistence hunting and fish-
ing pressure. Land ownership
within this target arca is ap-
portioned among six ANCSA
Native village corporations:
Aleknagik  Natives  Litd..
Choggiung Ltd., Ekwok Na-
tives Lid., Stayahok Lid.. and
Koliganck Natives Ltd.

Local arca rcsidents depend
on the survival of the natural
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one enjoys a barbecue picnic,
games. and raffle tickets for
prizes are given out to those
who participate in the clean-

up.

Batteries and other Haz-
ardous Waste:

Under the past solid waste
grant we were able to pur-
chasc a connex van to housc
recyclable items and hazard-
ous waste. Large plastic fish
lotes, and shrink wrap was
purchased to safely handle
and prepare the lead acid
batteries for shipping.

Reduce, Reuse, Recyele
Koliganek Recycling Pro-
gram is currently collecting:
lead-acid vehicle Dbatteries
and  household  batteries,
houschold hazardous waste
(paints and solvents). clee-
tronics, alwminum pop cans,
and office paper for recy-
cling.

10

Recycling is a challenge to
accomplish due to the high
cost of transportation of ma-
terials to a recycler.
Koliganck Environmen-
tal Staff arc coordinat-
ing with Total Reclaim
(a recycling center lo-
cated in Anchorage) to
remove a 1000 lbs of
free back haul out of
Koliganek, as well as
neighboring  villages.
Ttems will be palletized and
shrink wrapped for shipment
to the recycling facility.
However, we will need more
funds to transport the remain-
ing recyclables to the recy-
cling center in Anchorage.
Receyeling keeps a significant
amount of solid waste out of
the landfill.

Solid Waste Management
Capabilitics

Koliganek has hired and
trained a Solid Waste Opera-
tor to implement our solid
waste issues, such as taking
care of recvcling, hazardous
waste. and burnable items, in
addition to maintaining the
dumpsitc and collccting gar-
bage on a daily basis. Wc
will continue to provide
training opportunities to the

Class IIT landfill. The previ-
ous landfill was constructed
in 1982 and quickly ap-
proached its design life.
Koliganck received funding
from EPA for thc 2006 Un-
met Needs Project: Landfill
Extension and Renovation.
Koliganck successtully
closed down the old landfill.
recvcled 50% of the [encing
from the old landfill and
built a 160 feet wide (from
north to south) by 320 feet
long (from east to west) land-
fill, adjacent to the old land-
fill.

The landfill has an cstimated
lifespan of 25 ycars. Landfills
arc cxtremely cxpensive to
build and to closc. With this
in mind, it is a priority to
reduce the amount and type
of wasle being placed in the
lfandfill in order to extend its
lifespan as far as possible.
Several important measures
were undertaken to reduce
the waste stream volume.

Burn Box:

Koliganck instituted solid
waste management Imeasures
such as installation and opcr-
ation of a burn box and also a
recycling program. Paper.
cardboard, and other non-

toxic burnable trash is dis-
posed of in this unit.

Used Oil Disposal and Spill
Prevention:

The village council operates
a uscd oil bumner. which re-
claims heat for the village
shop. Used oil and oilv rags
are disposed of safely in
these units. Small oil spills
and leaks are a comimon oc-
currence in Koliganek. This
type of non-point source pol-
Iution is especially problem-
atic due to its cumulative
nature. The residents of
Koliganek use the local river
beaches for food resources,
therefore, keeping this arca
clean of contaminants is cs-
pecially important.

A Spill Response Team was
trained April 2008 for New
Koliganek Village Council.
Each member received 40 Hr.
Hazwoper Certificates. Mem-
bers include Charlie Nelson,
Andrew Larson, Delores Lar-
son. and Gust Johnson.

Annual Spring Clean-up:

With the help from the com-
munity the spring clean up is
an annual cvent held in May
just prior to beginning of
summer school break. Every-
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